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Alamos Canyon
(part of Tierra Rejada Valley-Big Mountain Wildlife Corridor)

Description

Location. 
Three potential wildlife crossings are situated at the west end of Simi Valley between Collins
crossing to the west and the Simi Valley Landfill crossing to the east:

1) Alamos Canyon West, consisting of 10-foot diameter double round corrugated pipe culverts,
extending 816 feet under Route 118 within a drainage to Arroyo Simi;

2) Alamos Canyon Road underpass;

3) Alamos Canyon East, consisting of a six-foot diameter round corrugated pipe culvert, extending
approximately 600 feet.

Current Land Use.
1) Oak Park Picnic Area and Campground: west of Alamos Canyon Road on strips of undeveloped

land between Route 118 and Los Angeles Avenue; currently an impediment to wildlife
movement from Alamos Canyon to Arroyo Simi.

2) Development south of Los Angeles Avenue: A cement plant, water treatment facility, and
manufactured home community. Fencing from the mobile home park to the industrial complex
impedes wildlife movement.

Corridor Context.
Part of big linkage from Santa Monica Mountains to the Los Padres National Forest.  The corridor
runs from Tierra Rejada Valley through Oak Park Campground-Alamos Canyon area to Big
Mountain and is one of the best corridors, especially for mountain lions.  Identified by South Coast
Missing Linkages Project.

Habitat.
1) Vegetation: California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum)

sagebrush (Artemisia californica)
chaparral yucca (Yucca whipplei)
Fremont cottonwood (Populus fremontii ssp. fremontii)
willow (Salix sp.)
rushes (Juncus sp.)
chaparral coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis)
oak (Quercus spp.)
mule fat (Baccharis salicifolia)
elderberry (Sambucus spp.)
laurel sumac (Malosma laurina)
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2) Devegetation: Caltrans has removed vegetation in the west culverts and riparian zone
approximately 200 feet downstream.

3) Railroad tracks:  Parallel to Route118 between freeway and Los Angeles Avenue

4) Burns: North and south of Route 118 and Los Angeles Avenue from 2003 wildfires

Wildlife Observations.
1) West Canyon:Mountain lions

Coyotes
Bobcats
Skunk
Raccoon

2) Canyon Road: Coyotes
Bobcats
Small animals
Birds
Coyotes
Mule deer

3) East Canyon: Skunk
Opossum
Raccoon
Bobcats

Suitability. Area provides high quality habitat for medium and large-sized wildlife. Alamos
Canyon (West, East, and Road) has potential crossings that, if enhanced, could provide a viable
wildlife linkage between the Santa Susana Mountains and the Simi Hills.

Enhancement Summary. Permeability of Alamos Canyon needs to be improved, especially if
additional commercial and residential development is approved for this location. The openness of
the Alamos West Canyon double culvert needs to be increased by removing deposited sediment,
with minimal disturbance to riparian trees and shrubs, and by reducing the pitch of the ramps
leading to the north end culvert openings. After completion of maintenance or construction, any
disturbed areas should to be planted with native riparian vegetation.  Railroad undercrossing and
Los Angeles Avenue culvert need to be enlarged to accommodate large mammals. Wildlife can be
encouraged to use the road undercrossings by erecting wildlife fencing (8-foot high chain link).
Wildlife fencing should be installed along the banks of Alamos Canyon wash to direct wildlife out
onto the Arroyo Simi floodplain.
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Issues

Proposed Development and General Plan Zoning.
1) “The Canyons” (north):  Proposed 2,880-acre residential development.

2) Business/industrial complex (south):  Proposed in Simi Valley; currently under revision.

3) Bard Reservoir (southwest):  Dedicated open space.

4) Simi Hills developments (southwest): Long Canyon Village, Runkle Ranch; in completion.

5) “Bridle Path” (southwest): Exclusive rural residential-equestrian community.

6) Other open space areas (south): Either designated conservation or zoned as open space.

Disturbances.
1) Homeless encampments

2) Dumping

3) Vandalism

4) Cattle grazing


